
   

 
 

CUMBRIA COUNTY COUNCIL  
MODEL INFECTION PREVENTION CONTROL  

SCHOOLS PREMISES RISK ASSESSMENT 

Model risk assessments (School Operations and School Premises) and supporting guidance on operating procedures have been developed for 

maintained schools and settings in consultation with our trade union colleagues and relevant service areas.  Each maintained setting should 

undertake their own risk assessment following this format – Cumbria County Council, as the employer in the above settings, will support and 

guide governing bodies and school leaders to manage a planned and safe gradual return to school, but recognises that local decisions to open 

or not MUST follow a risk-based approach appropriate to the resources and capacity of each individual setting.  Other types of schools are 

welcome to use these models to help their own planning and risk assessment approach but must ensure that they prioritise their own 

employer’s health and safety management procedures. 

 

This document is a template to be used to help governing bodies and headteachers develop and tailor a site-specific risk assessment in 

relation to infection prevention control including ongoing controls for COVID-19.  

 

Below is a list of potential of hazards within our premises and the recommended control measures which apply to the majority of settings to aim 

to help you manage risks to the lowest possible level. Controls shown follow current available guidance and best practice. 

 

Headteachers and governing bodies are responsible for monitoring the advice and guidance available, ensuring risk assessments and safe 

working practices are updated where applicable, and cascaded through to employees. They must ensure that compliance is monitored, and 

any emerging issues addressed appropriately. 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  Schools and trusts should work closely with parents and carers, staff and unions when agreeing the best approaches for their 

circumstances.  Your risk assessments should outline YOUR agreed control measures following your local planning processes – any additional 

control measures you identify as being required should be added to the additional controls column, along with who is responsible and a 

timescale.  Likewise any control measures included in this model that do not apply to your setting can be removed.  All employees working 

within the premises should receive site-specific information on the controls implemented within their workplaces. 

 

Help and support with the development of your risk assessment is available through the County Council’s Corporate Health and Safety Team at 

healthandsafety@cumbria.gov.uk . 

 

Please note that the Local Authority is liaising with contractors working on its behalf to ensure that they are undertaking effective liaison with 
occupiers BEFORE attending site – contractors are asked to provide key information in relation to how they are managing infection control. 
 

This risk assessment refers to current national guidance, which is listed at the end of this document, and within accompanying guidance. 

mailto:healthandsafety@cumbria.gov.uk


   

 
 

CUMBRIA COUNTY COUNCIL  
MODEL INFECTION PREVENTION CONTROL  

SCHOOLS PREMISES RISK ASSESSMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Severity 
 

L
ik

e
lih

o
o

d
  

 

1 
Insignificant 

2 
Minor 

3 
Moderate 

4 
Major 

5 
Most 

Severe 

5 
Very 

Likely 

5 

Low Risk 

10 

Medium 

Risk 

15 

High Risk 

20 

High 

Risk 

25 

High 

Risk 

4 
Likely 

4 

Low Risk 

8 

Medium 

Risk 

12 

Medium 

Risk 

16 

High 

Risk 

20 

High 

Risk 

3 
Possible 

3 

Low Risk 

6 

Medium 

Risk 

9 

Medium 

Risk 

12 

Medium 

Risk 

15 

High 

Risk 

2 
Unlikely 

2 

Low Risk 

4 

Low 

Risk 

6 

Medium 

Risk 

8 

Medium 

Risk 

10 

Medium 

Risk 

1 
Very 

Unlikely 

1 

Low Risk 

2 

Low 

Risk 

3 

Low Risk 

4 

Low 

Risk 

5 

Low 

Risk 

Likelihood: 

Very unlikely, e.g. 1 in 1,000,000 chance of it happening 

Unlikely, e.g. 1 in 100,000 chance of it happening 

Possible, e.g. likely to occur during standard operations 

Likely, e.g.  has been known to happen before 

Very likely, e.g. it is almost certain that something will 

happen 

Severity: 

Insignificant  No injury 

Minor  Minor injuries requiring first aid 

Moderate  First aid/RIDDOR reportable incident 

Major  Serious injury/hospital attendance 

Most severe    Disabling injury, long term ill-health 

or fatality 

15-25 Unacceptable.   

Stop activity and make immediate improvements 

 

6-12 Tolerable 

Look to improve within a specified timescale 

1-5 Acceptable 

No further action, but ensure controls are maintained 
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CUMBRIA COUNTY COUNCIL  
MODEL INFECTION PREVENTION CONTROL  

SCHOOLS PREMISES RISK ASSESSMENT 

RA reference Sept 2021 
January 2022 

Activity description Infection prevention and control – 
during COVID-19 pandemic 

Assessment date 24/8/2021 
January 4th 2022 

Assessor name David Holmes 
David Holmes 

Assessment team members Covid Group Planned review date Weekly to take account of local and 
national measures/announcements 

Location Vickerstown Primary school Number of people exposed 215 

Overall residual risk level 
following implementation of 
effective control measures 

Medium risk 
Step 4 of the Government Roadmap 
came into force on Monday July 19th, 
2021 
 
Professionals in Public Health, Health and 
Safety and LA services will continue 
to work closely with recognised trade 
union colleagues to promote safe working 
procedures, suitable safety controls and 
limit risk.  

 

People exposed All employees 
Pupils 
Visitors 
Contractors 
Members of the public 
Vulnerable children/adults 
Persons with pre-existing medical 
conditions 
First aiders 
New/expectant mothers 

DfE helpline 0800 046 8687 (select option 1 for advice on action to take in response to a positive case) 

Assessment last updated Enter date Is this an acceptable risk?  Yes/ No 

Training:  All staff will receive training and information proportionate and relevant to the activity that is being undertaken. 

Monitor and review:  This risk assessment and its implementation will be monitored on at least a weekly basis and will take account of any 
new or updated guidance and ensure that the control measures remain relevant and effective. 

Communication and consultation:  Regular updates will be provided to all staff thorough team meetings/staff bulletins – feedback and 
comments will be welcomed.  Copies of this risk assessment will be available on our school website. 
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CUMBRIA COUNTY COUNCIL  
MODEL INFECTION PREVENTION CONTROL  

SCHOOLS PREMISES RISK ASSESSMENT 

Hazard description 
and how people are at risk 

Potential 
risk 

Current control measures (those that 
are in place) 

Additional control 
measures (to be identified 

and implemented) 

Residual 
risk 

Action details 
by whom by 

when 

Hazards in relation to 
spread of COVID-19 in 
educational settings 
 

10 

Medium 

L5xS2 

We will continue to follow national and 

local government guidance, HR and Public 

Health advice in respect of staff returning 

to the workplace. This includes managing 

surges in cases for example 10% or 5 

cases within 10 days. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 We will continue to plan for safe 

occupancy/staff ratios in the event that 

temporary measures are reintroduced 

such as social distancing and reduced 

classroom numbers. 

 

 

 We continue to review, amend, update 
and communicate our school’s 
Operations Risk Assessment. 

 

 We may reintroduce 

bubbles for temporary 

periods to reduce mixing 

between groups in the 

event of a local outbreak 

situation. If a surge in 

cases occurs we will 

implement additional 

infection prevention 

measures as advised by 

Cumbria County Council’s 

Education IPC team and / 

or Public Health England. 

 

 This will be discussed at 

Covid meetings, as above 

bubbles being 

reintroduced and 

restricting movement 

timings will be looked at. 

 

This will be done weekly or 

when any new PHE/DFE 

announcements come out. 

 

8 
Medium 
L4XS2 

DH and SLT 
and Covid 
group. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Covid Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DH/SLT 
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CUMBRIA COUNTY COUNCIL  
MODEL INFECTION PREVENTION CONTROL  

SCHOOLS PREMISES RISK ASSESSMENT 

Hazard description 
and how people are at risk 

Potential 
risk 

Current control measures (those that 
are in place) 

Additional control 
measures (to be identified 

and implemented) 

Residual 
risk 

Action details 
by whom by 

when 

 Our Induction/Staff Handbook has 
been updated to include information 
and guidance on dealing with the 
current COVID-19 pandemic. 

 Catch it Kill it Bin it Posters  are 

prominently displayed around the 

building. 

 The out-of-hours contact number for 
the Local Authority is prominently 
displayed. 

Yes, to include hand washing 

before going into Rec from 

the Learning Street. 

 

Yes 

 

 

 

 

In Offices and SLT/Covid 

group aware of it. 

DH 
 
 
 
 
JF/HW 
 
 
 
 
DH/JF/SLT 

Re-occupation 
 
Control of premises-related 
hazards 
 
School premises/ 
building-related health 
and safety 
management/outdoor 
spaces/ fixed/mobile 
equipment 

 
10 

Medium 

L5xS2 

 Premises/H&S inspections and required 
statutory checks/inspections (buildings 
and outdoor areas inspections have 
been completed prior to the setting re-
opening). 

 Essential remedial actions have been 
undertaken to ensure that the premises 
and outdoor areas are safe. 

 Annual School Premises 
H&S inspection checklist 

Yes checked and cleared. 
 
 
 
Dowker heating contacted for 
maintenance. 

8 
Medium 
L4XS2 

DH/RB/GOV 
 
 
 
 
 

DH/JF 

 
10 

Medium 

L5xS2 

Water systems 

 Suitable remedial actions have 
taken place to ensure that water 
systems are fit for use with 
legionella/water hygiene controls 
in place. 

 

We have continued to 

have our Legionella 

testing carried out 

throughout the summer, 

all is up to date.  

8 
Medium 
L4XS2 

 
Normal tester 
17/8/2021 
 
 
 
 

https://schools.cumbria.gov.uk/Reference%20Library/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FReference%20Library%2FHealth%20and%20Safety%2FInfection%20Control%20and%20Public%20Health%20in%20Schools&FolderCTID=0x01200048726C2A165D504480BCAF32B116BC9E&View=%7B9FFF4988%2D18AD%2D4845%2D9E0A%2DC419CCBA536A%7D
https://schools.cumbria.gov.uk/Reference%20Library/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FReference%20Library%2FHealth%20and%20Safety%2FInspection%20and%20Monitoring%20%28Health%20and%20Safety%29&FolderCTID=0x01200048726C2A165D504480BCAF32B116BC9E&View=%7B9FFF4988%2D18AD%2D4845%2D9E0A%2DC419CCBA536A%7D
https://schools.cumbria.gov.uk/Reference%20Library/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FReference%20Library%2FHealth%20and%20Safety%2FInspection%20and%20Monitoring%20%28Health%20and%20Safety%29&FolderCTID=0x01200048726C2A165D504480BCAF32B116BC9E&View=%7B9FFF4988%2D18AD%2D4845%2D9E0A%2DC419CCBA536A%7D
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CUMBRIA COUNTY COUNCIL  
MODEL INFECTION PREVENTION CONTROL  

SCHOOLS PREMISES RISK ASSESSMENT 

Hazard description 
and how people are at risk 

Potential 
risk 

Current control measures (those that 
are in place) 

Additional control 
measures (to be identified 

and implemented) 

Residual 
risk 

Action details 
by whom by 

when 

 Kitchen equipment and seldom-
used outlets are included in 
flushing and cleaning regimes. 

 

Done, all classroom/other 

toilets and sinks have 

been regularly flushed 

and the shower 

throughout the summer. 

 
DH 

10 

Medium 

L5xS2 

Gas and electrical systems 

 Gas and electrical safety checks 
have been carried out and 
systems are safe to operate. 

This will be done before 

school starts. 

8 
Medium 
L4XS2 

DH 

10 

Medium 

L5xS2 

Fire safety management systems 

 Fire safety management systems 
have been checked, fire alarms, 
emergency lighting, fire safety 
equipment are in place and 
functional. 

 Fire risk assessment and 
emergency evacuation procedures 
are reviewed and in place with any 
changes to fire escape routes 
communicated to all staff. 

 Fire drills will continue in line with 
normal procedures. 

This will be done before 

school starts. 

 

 

 

 

This will be discussed by 

the Covid group 1/9/2021 

 

 

 

 In the event of the 

reintroduction of any 

restrictions we will 

continue to endeavour to 

8 
Medium 
L4XS2 

DH/RB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Covid Group 
 
 
 
 
DH 
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CUMBRIA COUNTY COUNCIL  
MODEL INFECTION PREVENTION CONTROL  

SCHOOLS PREMISES RISK ASSESSMENT 

Hazard description 
and how people are at risk 

Potential 
risk 

Current control measures (those that 
are in place) 

Additional control 
measures (to be identified 

and implemented) 

Residual 
risk 

Action details 
by whom by 

when 

maintain social distancing 

at assembly points. 

NA 
Asbestos monitoring 

 Visual asbestos monitoring is 

undertaken to ensure that any in-situ 

ACMs remain in good condition. 

 Not applicable no 

asbestos in school 

NA NA 

2 

Low 

L2xS1 

Lifts and lifting equipment and pressure 

systems 

 Thorough examinations and 
testing of lifts, lifting and pressure 
equipment carried out during the 
coronavirus outbreak following the  
HSE guidance 

The hoists have been 

regularly serviced in line 

with their usual 

maintenance schedule. 

1 
Low 
L1Xl1 

JF 

10 

Medium 

L5xS2 

Security systems 

 Security systems have been 
checked and are operational. 

This is all up to date. 8 
Medium 
L4XS2 

DH 

NA 
Curricular departments (Science, 

Design and Food Technology) 

 We will continue to follow the 

CLEAPSS guidance for Science, 

Design and Food Technology 

departments returning to school after 

an extended period of closure. 

Not applicable NA NA 

https://www.hse.gov.uk/coronavirus/equipment-and-machinery/index.htm
https://www.hse.gov.uk/coronavirus/equipment-and-machinery/index.htm
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CUMBRIA COUNTY COUNCIL  
MODEL INFECTION PREVENTION CONTROL  

SCHOOLS PREMISES RISK ASSESSMENT 

Hazard description 
and how people are at risk 

Potential 
risk 

Current control measures (those that 
are in place) 

Additional control 
measures (to be identified 

and implemented) 

Residual 
risk 

Action details 
by whom by 

when 

Poor ventilation and 
heating issues 

10 

Medium 

L5xS2 

 The building will remain well-
ventilated where possible using 
natural ventilation.   

 Classroom windows and doors will 
be kept partially open to allow 
acceptable ventilation whilst 
maintaining a reasonable 
temperature as required by the 
Workplace (Health, Safety and 
Welfare) Regulations. 

 Classroom windows will be 
opened wider during breaks and 
lunchtimes when the rooms are 
empty, to air the rooms. 

 Heaters will be operating to 
maintain a reasonable 
temperature during cold spells, 
and we will encourage staff and 
pupils to wear extra layers and 
warmer clothing. 

 Mechanical ventilation systems 
have been serviced and checked. 

 We will continue to follow HSE 
guidance and CIBSE guidance 
regarding ventilation and air 
conditioning. 

 We will open high 
level windows where 
possible. Staff will 
again be reminded of 
this throughout the 
day. 

 
Contact DOWKER to 
service boilers before 
onset of cold weather. 

 The fire doors of all 
unoccupied rooms 
will remain closed 
when rooms are 
empty. 

 Where classroom 
doors are not fire 
doors, they can be 
left open during 
break times. 
 

 We will avoid opening 

windows in toilets where 

mechanical ventilation is 

in place to ensure the 

right direction of 

ventilation. 

8 
Medium 
L4XS2 

All staff/ Staff 
to be aware 
and know how 
to use the CO2 
testers the gov 
are giving us. 
 
 
JF to contact 
ASAP in 
September. 

https://www.hse.gov.uk/coronavirus/equipment-and-machinery/air-conditioning-and-ventilation/index.htm
https://www.hse.gov.uk/coronavirus/equipment-and-machinery/air-conditioning-and-ventilation/index.htm
https://www.cibsejournal.com/technical/preventing-covid-19-spreading-in-buildings/
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CUMBRIA COUNTY COUNCIL  
MODEL INFECTION PREVENTION CONTROL  

SCHOOLS PREMISES RISK ASSESSMENT 

Hazard description 
and how people are at risk 

Potential 
risk 

Current control measures (those that 
are in place) 

Additional control 
measures (to be identified 

and implemented) 

Residual 
risk 

Action details 
by whom by 

when 

 

 

Lack of cleaning/ 
hygiene/waste 
management 
 

10 

Medium 

L5xS2 

 Supplies of hand sanitiser (60% 
alcohol) are available at all entrance 
points and where there are no sinks. 

 We will continue to follow the 
government guidance Cleaning of 
non-healthcare settings outside the 
home  and ensure that regular 
cleaning continues. 

 In the event of an outbreak or where 
necessary, we will agree on additional 
resources/cleaning regimes to ensure 
robust cleaning, including high contact 
touch points, is carried out. 

 We maintain a supply of cleaning 
materials that are stored away safely.  
We have safety data sheets for all of 
our cleaning products. 

 Kitchen and/or food preparation areas 
will be deep-cleaned prior to the 
resumption of any food preparation. 

 Safe systems of work have been 
developed locally to ensure 
appropriate measures are in place 
for laundering, cleaning, and 

Washing/sanitising hands 
as often as possible and 
when entering the 
building will continually 
be explained to all. 
 
 
 
This will be agreed with 
Orian, we can also use 
the fogging machine. 
 
 
In the cleaners cupboard, 
with sheets. 
 
 
JMc is doing this before 
the start of term. 
 
This is in place. 
 
 
 
 

8 
Medium 
L4XS2 

All staff and 
communicated 
to parents in 
the info pack 
before term 
starts. 
 
DH/JF/KF/Orian 
 
 
 
 
DH/Orian 
 
 
 
JMc 
 
 
All relevant 
staff 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings
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CUMBRIA COUNTY COUNCIL  
MODEL INFECTION PREVENTION CONTROL  

SCHOOLS PREMISES RISK ASSESSMENT 

Hazard description 
and how people are at risk 

Potential 
risk 

Current control measures (those that 
are in place) 

Additional control 
measures (to be identified 

and implemented) 

Residual 
risk 

Action details 
by whom by 

when 

decontamination of soiled items 
and/or equipment. 

 Arrangements are in place for the 
disposal of clinical waste and 
general lidded bins provided 
where required. 

 Pest control measures are in 
place. 

 
Yes in place. 
 
 
 
 
Not applicable at the 
moment. 

Weekly by 
contractors 
 
 
 
 
 

Access and egress 
 
Controlling the risks from 
visitors to premises including 
contractors/ deliveries 

10 

Medium 

L5xS2 

 We will continue to operate a one-way 
system around the setting and 
signage is displayed giving clear 
instructions of rules/travel routes and 
access/egress points. 

 
 

 We will update our website together 
with local cascade of clear guidance 
for parents on the precautions and 
sites rules to be followed. 

 Non-essential visits are at the 
discretion of the 
headteacher/manager. 

 Essential visits will be strictly 
managed on a case-by-case basis. 

 
 

 We will carry out ‘end of 
day’ security checks to 
ensure that all windows 
have been closed. We 
will continue with the floor 
signage we have and one 
way systems. 

 New risk assessments 
and routines/timings etc 
will be shared with 
parents. 

 This is already in place, 
but expect more help 
from outside agencies 
with their own plans for 
their visits. 

 
 
In place from previous terms. 

8 
Medium 
L4XS2 

All staff/Orian 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DH/HW 
 
 
 
DH/JF/HR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JF/DH 
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CUMBRIA COUNTY COUNCIL  
MODEL INFECTION PREVENTION CONTROL  

SCHOOLS PREMISES RISK ASSESSMENT 

Hazard description 
and how people are at risk 

Potential 
risk 

Current control measures (those that 
are in place) 

Additional control 
measures (to be identified 

and implemented) 

Residual 
risk 

Action details 
by whom by 

when 

 Effective contractor management 
procedures are in place to manage 
access for essential works/statutory 
maintenance/testing. 

 Delivery drop-off points have been 
agreed and will remain in place until 
further notice. 

 
 
 
Yes this is in place. 
 

 
 
JF/DH 
 
 

Shared premises 10 

Medium 

L5xS2 

 Suitable communication of this risk 

assessment and risk management 

for each occupant has taken 

place.   

 Site rules for common areas are in 
place and communicated to 
relevant occupants/others.  

 All staff adhere to any instructions, 
advice, guidance, and site rules 
provided to them. 

When complete will be 
shared with all staff and 
Govs. 
 
 
Although not legally bound 
to wear masks in common 
areas, staff may do so in 
corridors and other 
communal areas, if they 
want to. 

8 
Medium 
L4XS2 

DH 

Toilets  10 

Medium 

L5xS2 

 We will ensure sufficient supplies of 
soap and paper towels and ensure 
that the hand dryers have been 
serviced as per manufacturer’s 
instructions. 

 Appropriate signage is displayed in 
toilets to remind about regular 
handwashing and good hygiene and 
to use the waste bins provided. 

All in place, staff encouraged 
to use the same toilets if 
possible. 
Visitors all use the same 
bathroom. 

8 
Medium 
L4XS2 

DH/ all staff. 
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CUMBRIA COUNTY COUNCIL  
MODEL INFECTION PREVENTION CONTROL  

SCHOOLS PREMISES RISK ASSESSMENT 

Hazard description 
and how people are at risk 

Potential 
risk 

Current control measures (those that 
are in place) 

Additional control 
measures (to be identified 

and implemented) 

Residual 
risk 

Action details 
by whom by 

when 

Lack of suitable PPE 10 

Medium 

L5xS2 

 Where required PPE will be made 
available through the Call Centre. 

Where required contact the 
call centre to order PPE 
0800 783 1967 (manned from 
09:00 – 17:00 Monday to 
Friday). 

 

8 
Medium 
L4XS2 

DH/JF 

An individual has been identified as 
a close contact of a positive Covid-

19 case 

10 

Medium 

L5xS2 

 From Tuesday 14/12/21, adults who are fully 
vaccinated and all children and young people 
aged between 5 and 18 years and 6 months 
identified as a contact of someone with Covid-
19 (regardless of the variant) are strongly 
advised to take an NHS rapid lateral flow test 
every day for 7 days before they leave the 
household and continue to attend their setting 
as normal, unless they have a positive LFD test 
result. 
 

- Household contact – 7 consecutive days or 
until the household member who has 
Covid-19 reaches the end of their self-
isolation period if this is earlier. 

- Non-household contact – 7 consecutive 
days or until 10 days after their last contact 
with the person who tested positive if this is 
earlier. 

 Daily testing of close contacts applies to all 
contacts who are: 

- fully vaccinated adults – people are fully 
vaccinated 14 days after having received 
the 2nd dose of an approved vaccine or one 
dose of the single-dose Janssen vaccine. 

School to keep abreast of 
CCC guidelines which may 
differ from national guidance. 
Also  
 
 

Refer to: Guidance for contacts of 

people with confirmed coronavirus 

(COVID-19) infection who do not live 

with the person and Stay at home: 

guidance for households with possible 

or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) 

infection 

[Cumbrian Schools] Guidance for 
pupils who are household contacts 
and/or close contacts of positive 
cases in school/setting for the 
remainder of this term 

Children aged 4 and under 

 Parents of children aged 4 and 
under who are household contacts 
of a Covid-19 positive case 
regardless of the variant should be 

8 
Medium 
L4XS2 

DH/SLT 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-contacts-of-people-with-possible-or-confirmed-coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-live-with-the-person
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-contacts-of-people-with-possible-or-confirmed-coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-live-with-the-person
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-contacts-of-people-with-possible-or-confirmed-coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-live-with-the-person
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-contacts-of-people-with-possible-or-confirmed-coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-live-with-the-person
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
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CUMBRIA COUNTY COUNCIL  
MODEL INFECTION PREVENTION CONTROL  

SCHOOLS PREMISES RISK ASSESSMENT 

Hazard description 
and how people are at risk 

Potential 
risk 

Current control measures (those that 
are in place) 

Additional control 
measures (to be identified 

and implemented) 

Residual 
risk 

Action details 
by whom by 

when 

- all children aged 5 to 18 years and 6 
months, regardless of their vaccination 
status 

- people who are not able to get vaccinated 
for medical reasons 

- people taking part, or have taken part, in an 
approved clinical trial for a Covid-19 
vaccine 

 Under 5s are exempt from self-isolation and do not 
need to take part in daily rapid lateral flow testing. 
(See advice below for Cumbrian Schools in relation 
to under 5’s). 

 Anyone whose rapid LFD test comes back positive or 
who develops Covid-19 symptoms should self-
isolate immediately and book a confirmatory PCR 
test to verify the result. If the PCR result comes back 
positive, contacts must self-isolate for 10 full days 
from the day they took the positive PCR test or 
developed symptoms. They do not need to continue 
taking rapid tests during that 10 day isolation 
period. If the PCR result comes back negative, 
contacts can leave self-isolation but should continue 
to take rapid tests for the remainder of the 7 days. 

 Daily LFD testing is not mandatory; only strongly 
advised.  If individuals are eligible for daily LFD 
testing but cannot access test kits or do not want 
to do it, they will not be required to self-isolate 
instead. 

 Adults who are fully vaccinated and children 
between the ages of 5 and 18 years + six months 
who are currently isolating due to being a contact of 
someone that has tested positive for the Omicron 

asked to keep them at home for 5 
days, starting from the onset of 
symptoms in the household 
contact who has tested positive 
(or test date if the positive case 
had no symptoms).  They should 
only have a PCR test if they 
develop symptoms of Covid-19. 

 In relation to close contacts in the 
setting, no action is required as 
children under the age of 5 are not 
required to daily LFD test. 

Primary aged pupils  

 Parents should be asked to 
keep household close contact 
children at home for 5 days and 
then seek a PCR test on day 5 
OR continue to attend school 
and LFD test daily for 7 
consecutive days and follow the 
national guidance if a positive 
result is returned. 

 Where pupils are a close 
contact from within the school 
or setting, they should be 
advised to LFD test daily for 7 
consecutive days and follow the 
national guidance if a positive 
result is returned. 
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variant, will be able to switch over the daily testing 
instead. 

 Anyone identified as a contact with a negative rapid 
lateral flow result is strongly advised to limit close 
contact with other people outside their household 
by following Coronavirus: how to stay safe and 

help prevent the spread.  As well as getting a 
PCR test, they will be encouraged to follow 
keeping yourself and others safe by: 
 

- limiting close contact with other people 
outside their household, especially in 
enclosed spaces; 

- wearing a face covering in enclosed spaces 
and where they are unable to maintain 

social distancing unless exempt; 
- limiting contact with anyone who is clinically 

extremely vulnerable; 
- continuing to practice good 

hand/respiratory hygiene; 
- taking part in twice weekly LFD testing. 

 Pupils with SEND identified as close contacts should 
be supported by their school and their families to 
agree the most appropriate route for testing 
including, where appropriate, additional support to 
assist swabbing.  For further information please see 
SEND guidance. 

 There is no need for primary age pupils (those 
in year 6 and below) to regularly test, unless 
they have been identified as a contact for 
someone who has tested positive for Covid-19 
and therefore advised to take lateral flow tests 
every day for 7 days.  (See advice below for 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-coronavirus-restrictions-what-you-can-and-cannot-do
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-coronavirus-restrictions-what-you-can-and-cannot-do
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-coronavirus-restrictions-what-you-can-and-cannot-do#keeping-yourself-and-others-safe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own#exemptions
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-other-specialist-settings?priority-taxon=b350e61d-1db9-4cc2-bb44-fab02882ac25
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Cumbrian Schools in relation to primary 
school pupils). 

 Unvaccinated adults are not eligible for this new 
daily testing policy, they must isolate immediately 
seek a PCR test and self-isolate for 10 days if they 
are a contact of someone who tests positive for 
Covid-19 (regardless of the variant).  

 People will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace by 
phone, email or text or they will receive a 
notification from the NHS Covid-19 app to tell them 
they are a contact of someone who tested positive 
and what action they need to take. 

 They will be advised to get a box of 7 lateral flow 
tests free of charge from NHS Test and Trace either 
through pharmacies, schools or home delivery by 
ordering online. People are encouraged to use the 
tests they already have at home before ordering 
more. People should take these tests from the day 
they are notified as being a contact and report their 
results to NHS Test and Trace or by calling 119.  

  

Clinically vulnerable or extremely 
clinically vulnerable persons 
returning to school 

10 

Medium 

L5xS2 

School workforce 

 From 13/12/21, office workers who can 
work from home should do so.  Anyone 
who cannot work from home, such as those 
involved in the face-to-face provision of 
education, should continue to go to their 
place of work. 

 School leaders are best placed to 
determine the workforce required to meet 
the needs of their pupils.  We will need to 
consider whether it is possible for specific 

Refer to RCPCH: COVID-19 guidance on 

CEV children & young people, DFE: 

Supporting pupils at school with 

medical conditions and the DHSC FAQs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8 
Medium 
L4XS2 

DH/SLT 

https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/covid-19-shielding-guidance-children-young-people#children-who-should-be-advised-to-shield
https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/covid-19-shielding-guidance-children-young-people#children-who-should-be-advised-to-shield
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/803956/supporting-pupils-at-school-with-medical-conditions.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/803956/supporting-pupils-at-school-with-medical-conditions.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/803956/supporting-pupils-at-school-with-medical-conditions.pdf
https://elearning.rcgp.org.uk/pluginfile.php/170159/mod_resource/content/1/CYP%20FAQs%20FINAL.pdf
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staff undertaking certain roles to work from 
home without disrupting to face-to-face 
education. 

 Following expert clinical advice and the 
successful rollout of the Covid-19 vaccine 
programme, people previously considered 
to be particularly vulnerable, clinically 
extremely vulnerable (CEV), and high or 
higher-risk are not being advised to shield 
again.  If staff were previously identified as 
being in one of these groups, they are 
advised to continue to follow the guidance 
contained in Coronavirus: how to stay safe 
and help prevent the spread. 

 In some circumstances, staff may have 
received personal advice from their 
specialist or clinician on additional 
precautions to take and they should 
continue to follow that advice. 

 Whilst individual risk assessments are not 
required, employers are expected to 
discuss any concerns that people 
previously considered CEV may have. 

 For home working, we will consider whether 
home working is appropriate for workers 
facing mental or physical health difficulties, 
or those with a particularly challenging 
home working environment.  We will 
discuss concerns with staff. 

Staff who are pregnant 

 We will conduct a risk assessment for new and 
expectant mothers in line with the 
Management of Health and Safety at Work 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-coronavirus-restrictions-what-you-can-and-cannot-do
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-coronavirus-restrictions-what-you-can-and-cannot-do
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Regulations 1999 (MHSW).  Any risks 

identified at that point, or later during the 
pregnancy, in the first 6 months after birth, 
or while the employee is still breastfeeding, 
will be included and managed as part of the 
general workplace risk assessment. 

 We will follow the Royal College of 
Obstetricians and Gynaecology (RCOG) 
guidance and continue to monitor for future 
updates to it. 

Pupils 

Clinically extremely vulnerable (CEV) 

 Following expert clinical advice and the successful 
rollout of the COVID-19 vaccine programme, people 
previously considered to be particularly vulnerable, 
clinically extremely vulnerable (CEV), and high or 
higher-risk are not being advised to shield again.  
Children and young people who were previously 
identified as being in one of these groups, are 
advised to continue to follow the guidance 
contained in Coronavirus: how to stay safe and 

help prevent the spread. 
 Children and young people previously considered 

CEV should attend school and should follow the 
same guidance as the rest of the population.  In 
some circumstances, a child or young person may 
have received personal advice from their specialist 
or clinician on additional precautions to take and 
they should continue to follow that advice. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Refer to COVID-19: guidance on 

protecting people previously defined 

on medical grounds as extremely 

vulnerable , HSE: Protect vulnerable 

workers during the coronavirus 

(COVID-19) pandemic & Talking with 

your workers about preventing 

coronavirus (COVID-19) 

 

https://www.rcog.org.uk/en/guidelines-research-services/guidelines/coronavirus-pregnancy/
https://www.rcog.org.uk/en/guidelines-research-services/guidelines/coronavirus-pregnancy/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-coronavirus-restrictions-what-you-can-and-cannot-do
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-coronavirus-restrictions-what-you-can-and-cannot-do
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.hse.gov.uk/coronavirus/working-safely/protect-people.htm
https://www.hse.gov.uk/coronavirus/working-safely/protect-people.htm
https://www.hse.gov.uk/coronavirus/working-safely/protect-people.htm
https://www.hse.gov.uk/coronavirus/working-safely/talking-to-your-workers/index.htm
https://www.hse.gov.uk/coronavirus/working-safely/talking-to-your-workers/index.htm
https://www.hse.gov.uk/coronavirus/working-safely/talking-to-your-workers/index.htm
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Inadequate personal protection & PPE 
& spread of Covid-19 virus 

10 

Medium 

L5xS2 

Omicron Covid Variant and Plan B 

 The government has announced that England will 
move to Plan B in response to the risks of the 
Omicron variant.  From Friday 10/12/21 the public, 
and staff in public facing areas, are required to 
wear face coverings in many additional settings 
(unless exempt). 

All staff instructed to wear 
face masks when outside of 
class in communal areas. 
Also advised to wear masks 
when working 1:1 with 
children. 

8 
Medium 
L4XS2 

DH/SLT 

Vulnerable children 10 

Medium 

L5xS2 

 Where pupils who are self-isolating are within 
our definition of vulnerable, we will put systems 
in place to keep in contact with them, 
particularly if they have a social worker.  Some 
children may be vulnerable who are not officially 
in statutory systems and we will seek to support 
any children who we believe may have 
challenging circumstances at home. 

 When a vulnerable pupil is asked to self-isolate, 
we will: 

 

- notify their social worker (if they have one) 
and, for looked-after children, the local 
authority virtual school head; 

- agree with the social worker the best way to 
maintain contact and offer support. 

 

 We have procedures in place to: 
 

- check if a vulnerable pupil is able to access 
remote education support 

- support them to access it (as far as 
possible) 

- regularly check if they are accessing 
remote education 

 keep in contact with them to check their 
wellbeing (including a home visit where 

 8 
Medium 
L4XS2 
 

DH/KR/SLT/LF 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own#exemptions
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision#vulnerable-children-and-young-people
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necessary) and refer onto other services if 
additional support is needed 

An individual develops Covid-19 
symptoms or has a positive test 

10 

Medium 

L5xS2 

 

 Leaving Isolation early 
 Those with Covid-19 symptoms or who 

have received a positive Covid-19 test 
result may be able to end their self-isolation 
period before the end of the 10 full days 
(stay at home: guidance for households 
with possible or confirmed coronavirus 
(COVID-19) infection): 

   

 They can take an LFD test from 6 days 
after the day the symptoms started (or the 
day the PCR test was taken if they did not 
have symptoms), and another LFD test on 
the following day (day 7). The second LFD 
test should be taken at least 24 hours later.  
If both these test results are negative, and 
they do not have a high temperature, they 
may end their self-isolation after the second 
negative test result. After each test, the 
results must be reported via the national 
test and trace online system.   

 They should not take an LFD test before 
the 6th day of their isolation period and 
should only end their self-isolation following 
2 consecutive negative LFD tests which 
should be taken at least 24 hours apart. 
Individuals should stop testing after they 
have had 2 consecutive negative test 
results. 

 If they take an LFD test from the 6th day of 
their isolation period, and the test result is 

 8 
Medium 
L4XS2 
 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
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positive, they must wait 24 hours before 
they take the next test.  If this LFD test 
result is positive, they must complete the 10 
day self-isolation period. 

 Those who leave self-isolation on or after 
day 7 are strongly advised to limit close 
contact with other people in crowded or 
poorly ventilated spaces, work from home if 
possible, minimise contact with anyone who 
is at higher risk of severe illness if infected 
with Covid-19 and follow the guidance on 
how to stay safe and help prevent the 
spread until 10 full days from when their 
self-isolation period started. 

 Even if someone has tested positive for 
Covid-19 within the last 90 days, they are 
strongly encouraged to take part in LFD 
testing on-site through ATS or at home 
once they have completed their isolation 
period for their prior infection. (DfE daily 
update 02/01/22) 

 The above guidance also applies to 
children and young people who usually 
attend an education or childcare setting 
including those under 5 years (with LFD 
testing at parental or guardian discretion).  
If both these test results are negative, and 
the child does not have a high temperature, 
they may end their self-isolation after the 
second negative test result and return to 
school from day 7. 

   

 If any individual tests positive with a PCR 

and are not able to ‘test-to-release’ because 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-coronavirus-restrictions-what-you-can-and-cannot-do#keeping-yourself-and-others-safe
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-coronavirus-restrictions-what-you-can-and-cannot-do#keeping-yourself-and-others-safe
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-coronavirus-restrictions-what-you-can-and-cannot-do#keeping-yourself-and-others-safe
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they do not have access to an LFD  test kit, 

they should continue to isolate until the end 

of the period, or until they are able to LFD 

test negative for 2 days in a row if earlier.   

  

An individual 

has been 

identified as a 

close contact of 

a positive 

Covid-19 case 
 

10 

Medium 

L5xS2 

 

 If any individual tests positive with a PCR and are 
not able to ‘test-to-release’ because they do not 
have access to an LFD  test kit, they should 
continue to isolate until the end of the period, or 
until they are able to LFD test negative for 2 days 
in a row if earlier.   

 8 
Medium 
L4XS2 
 

 

An individual 

has been 

identified as a 

close contact of 

a positive 

Covid-19 case 
 

10 

Medium 

L5xS2 

 

 Cumbrian EYFS, Primary, Infant & Junior 
Schools ONLY]: Additional Covid-19 control 
measures agreed for Primary, Infant & Junior 
schools and early years settings in Cumbria 
 Cumbria’s Director of Public Health and 

education leaders have agreed the following 
local additional advice measures to continue to 
be implemented from January 2022 in Primary, 
Infant & Junior schools and early years settings.  
Note: From January 2022, Secondary Schools 
should revert back to the National Guidance 
above). 

 Children in Early Years Settings (aged under 5 
years) 

 Parents of children under the age of 5 who 
are household contacts of a Covid-19 
positive case regardless of the variant 
should be advised to keep them at home 

 8 
Medium 
L4XS2 
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for 5 days, starting from the onset of 
symptoms in the household contact who 
has tested positive (or test date if the 
positive case had no symptoms).  They 
should only have a PCR test if they develop 
symptoms of Covid-19. 

 Children under the age of 5 who are close 
contacts of a positive case that they do not 
live with should follow the national 
guidance above – they are not required to 
isolate or take part in daily LFD testing. 

 Children in primary, infant and junior schools 
(aged 5 years and above) 

 Parents should be asked to keep household 
close contact children at home for 5 days after 
the symptoms began in the household contact 
who tested positive (or test date if the positive 
case had no symptoms), and then seek a PCR 
test on day 5.  If the PCR is negative, they can 
return to school, but should isolate again 
immediately and get another PCR test if they 
develop symptoms of Covid-19 later, as a local 
alternative 

 They can continue to attend school and 
LFD test daily for 7 consecutive days.  If 
they test negative on their LFD tests, they 
can continue to attend their school or 
setting and do not need to self-isolate.  
Anyone who receives a positive LFD test 
result, or who develops Covid-19 
symptoms, should immediately self-isolate 
and take a PCR test. 
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 Where pupils are a close contact of a 
positive case they do not live with i.e. from 
within the school or setting, they should be 
advised to LFD test daily for 7 consecutive 
days and follow the national guidance if a 
positive result is returned as outlined 
above. 

  

       

       

 

 

To be completed by the individual undertaking the risk assessment: 

Name: David Holmes Job title: Headteacher 

 

Signature D.Holmes Date: 24/8/2021 

4th January 2022 

 

To be completed by the headteacher: 
 I consider this risk assessment to be suitable and sufficient to control the risks to the health and safety of both employees undertaking the 
tasks involved and any other person who may be affected by the activities. 

Name: David Holmes Job title Headteacher 

    

Signature: D.Holmes Date: 24/8/2021 

 

Useful links and guidance: 
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Schools COVID-19 operational guidance 

 

Cleaning of non-healthcare settings outside the home 

 

Assessment of fresh air (ventilation) in the workplace (hse.gov.uk) 

 

Ventilation and air conditioning during the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic (hse.gov.uk) 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/schools-covid-19-operational-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings
https://www.hse.gov.uk/coronavirus/equipment-and-machinery/air-conditioning-and-ventilation/assesssment-of-fresh-air.htm
https://www.hse.gov.uk/coronavirus/equipment-and-machinery/air-conditioning-and-ventilation/index.htm

